
Groovy Greeks!
Year 5 Topic – Autumn 1



History in Year 5
Autumn 1 – Groovy Greeks!

 In Year 5 children move on from learning about the earliest civilisations to learning about the 
achievements of Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence 
on the western world. By continuing to move through Ancient history in chronological order, 
children develop an understanding of how different sections of history fit together and where 
everything fits on a timeline. We have chosen to teach Ancient Greece in Year 5 in order to dig a 
little deeper into the way our golden threads of trade, travel/migration and government were 
developed in Greek Society. This also enables us to promote the British values of law and 
democracy through the eyes of an ancient society. 
Children start the topic by looking at historical maps of Greece compared to modern maps to 
understand how the country has changed over time. They look at the location of the country and 
discuss why this helped develop the importance and success of Greek society. 



 Children will learn about migration throughout Ancient Greece and how, although one 
country, there were many different city states with their own rulers and laws. Migration is 
an important theme to the children and our communities as so many of our families are 
first or second generation migrants and we feel it is important for them to understand 
migration, and the reasons for it through history. Next children will look at trade in 
ancient Greece and the importance of travel and transport in order to establish trade 
links outside of Greek society. 
Children will learn about the main achievements of Alexander the Great and how he 
came to rule Greece and unite all the city states. By comparing and analysing what they 
believe the most important achievements of Alexander the Great were, children develop 
their skill of communicating their understanding of history. 
Finally children will look at Government and the rise of democracy in Ancient Greece and 
how it compares to modern democracy in Great Britain, this links directly to our British 
values that run through all areas of our curriculum. 
Key learning in the unit is demonstrated through the use of a quiz at the beginning and 
end of the unit, looking at the key facts we want children to take with them in their long 
term memory. 



In Year 5 children learn: 
• About the achievements of Ancient Greece and the Roman Empire with particular 
emphasis on our golden threads of trade, travel/migration and government 
• To compare different sources avaiable to study different periods of time. 
• To use dates to order different events on a timeline 
• To make comparisons between aspects of periods of history and the present day and 
give some reasons for some important historical events 
• To evaluate the usefulness of a variety of sources 
• To present findings and communicate knowledge and understanding in different ways 



Children made healthy Greek salads and Flatbreads









A few of the carefully selected texts we use to support our historical learning in 
reading and writing lessons
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